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SUB J : BOMB EXPLOSION AT PROTEST RALLY IN PHANG NGA 
REF: BANGKOK 20010 

1. SINCE RTG ANNOUNCED SERIES OF TRANSFERS OF PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNORS SEPT 16 (REFTEL), THERE HAS BEEN CONTINUING PROTEST 
IN PHANG NGA PROVINCE OVER TRANSFER OF GOVERNOR, DR. 
THAWAT MAKARAPONG, TO LAMPHUN PROVINCE. NOT ENTIRELY 
CLEAR WHO IS BEHIND PROTEST, BUT DR. THAWAT HAD ATTRACTED 
ATTENTION IN 1974 FOR HIS SUCCESSFUL OPPOSITION TO 
ESTABLISHMENT OF TEMCO SMELTER IN PHANG NGA, AND IT IS 
POSSIBLE THAT INDEPENDENT TIN MINERS WHO OPPOSED TEMCO 
HAVE ENCOURAGED PROTESTS. 

2. BANGKOK PRESS REPORTS HAND GRENADE EXPLODED SEPT 30 
IN PHANG NGA CITY IN MIDST OF CROWD PROTESTING TRANSFER 
OF DR. THAWAT. BANGKOK POST REPORTS 15 KILLED AND 20 
INJURED (NATION REPORTS 11 KILLED AND 24 INJURED, FOUR 
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EXPLOSION NOT RPT NOT CLEAR, WITH SOME REPORTS 
INDICATING THAT GRENADE WAS THROWN INTO CROWD, WHILE 
OTHERS SUGGEST GRENADE WAS PERSONAL TRADEMARK OF LOCAL 
BUS DRIVER WHO DROPPED IT BY ACCIDENT, LEADING TO 
EXPLOSION. DR. THAWAT IS REPORTEDLY STILL IN PHANG 
NGA. AND PRESS STATES HE GAVE ASSISTANCE TO INJURED. 
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